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The recent High Court judgement against 
Corby Borough Council shows that digging 
and dumping waste is not as simple as 
previously commonly thought.  Although the 
Council is set to appeal the ruling, it was held 
liable for allowing toxic substances to be 
dispersed into the local area during a major 
reclamation project of a former British Steel 
site, between 1983 and 1997.    

  The case provides a salutary reminder of 
the wide range of challenges and risks 
associated with the regeneration of 
contaminated land. Some of the key lessons 
to be learnt are: 
�z    Dig and dump is seen to be simple and 
straightforward. It is not  and has the 
potential to increase exposure and 
increase the associated risks; 
�z    Understand the nature of the 
contaminants, their toxicological 
properties and the possible pathways by 
which they may reach their targets; 
�z    Improve investigations and risk 
assessments so as to ensure the situation is 
thoroughly understood and thus reduce 
potential for future liabilities; 
�z    Know the standards and practices that 
are in place throughout the world, ignore 
them at your peril; 

�z    Check insurance policies for both liability 
and level cover. 
 
Click here �W�R���U�H�D�G���P�R�U�H���« 

The Corby Case  
Lessons for the future?     

At Corby lorries were not sheeted, resulting in 
toxic dust being spread throughout a wide area. 

The original Corby steelworks 

Further to the Tyne Tunnel work highlighted 
in the last issue of Touchbase, Sirius has been 
awarded further work on this prestigious 
project, including main excavation of the south 
cut-and-cover section of the new tunnel.  This 

represents the largest and most technically 
demanding engineered earthworks package on 
the entire project.  Over 200,000m3  of soil 
was removed, with 394 support props and 15 
steel shaft frames installed in 24 weeks.  Sirius 
also successfully avoided the need for land 
filling by securing an environmental permit and 
planning permission for temporary storage of 
all surplus soils. 
 
Click here to read more... 

 
 

Sirius takes it to the river  

Sirius expertise keeps the project on programme 

An aerial view of the new tunnel 

Click to see the 
video now!  


